The Beijing 2008 Olympic Games

On August 8, 2008, the eyes of the world will turn to Beijing, China, for the start of

the 29th Olympic Games. It will be the first time that China has hosted the Olympic

Games.  The slogan for these Games is “One World, One Dream.” That dream is unity and peace.

In 2004, the Olympic Games featured athletes from 202 countries; from Afghanistan to

Zimbabwe. The hope is that at least that many will compete in Beijing, and maybe even more. 

The Olympic Games are a rare and special time when the world can come together in the spirit of fun, and enjoy the sporting accomplishments of great athletes.

[image: image1.emf]
The organizers in Beijing have had seven years to prepare for the Olympic Games. On July 13, 2001, the International Olympic Committee announced Beijing had won the rights to the host the 2008 Olympic Games. Toronto came in second. Since that date, planners in Beijing have been working to build or repair all the necessary facilities.

In Beijing, more than 10,000 athletes will compete in 28 sports. There will be 302 events. 

One of the most interesting changes at any Olympic Games is the addition of new events.

These changes keep the competition fresh. Sports are added when they grow enough in popularity and participation that the organizers feel there is enough interest to support their inclusion. Beijing 2008 will feature nine new events. This includes BMX bike-riding and a swimming marathon that is 10 kilometres long.

Canada’s Olympic Team will participate in Beijing with the goal to improve on the 12 medals won in Athens in 2004.

The Beijing 2008 Olympic Games will run from August 8 to August 24. For 16 days

athletes from around the world will compete for Olympic glory. 

Regardless of who wins and who loses, or if one country wins many gold medals, while another struggles to capture even one bronze, the true purpose of the Olympic Games will be to practice sport in the spirit of friendship, fairplay and fun. Under the slogan “One World, One Dream”, athletes and spectators will be encouraged to share the positive meaning of the Olympic Games long after they end.

*Copied and Modified from the Canadian Olympic School Program. http://www.olympicschool.ca/uploads/files/06_07_lessonplans/COC_Language_ALL.pdf
