Current Status of Alberta’s Oil Sands

Use the following website:

www.energy.gov.ab.ca/OilSands/pdfs/Oil_Sands_Opp_Balance.pdf
INTRODUCTION

1. What two realities face the world today?

2. Where does most of the world’s energy come from?

OIL SANDS PRIMER

3. Define oil sands:

4. What is bitumen?

How is it recovered- near the surface?




-further beneath the surface?

5. Discuss ownership of the oil sands, oil companies, the Alberta government and Alberta:

6. How much area do the oil sands cover?

RESPONSIBLE DEVELOPMENT

7. What kind of an environmental/ecological footprint does oil sands development create?

8. Reclamation Standards:  What is reclamation and what standards are required?

9. How much water can the oil sands industry use?

What about recycling?

Water quality?

10 What are tailings ponds?

10. How safe is the Athabasca River?
11. What targets have been set for reducing greenhouse gas emissions?

12.  Explain Carbon Capture and Storage:  (CCS)
13.  Calgary Herald Editorial January 26, 2008

Describe the climate change plan:

CANADIAN ENERGY FACTS

14. Where does Canada rank in terms of global oil reserves? ____________

How many barrels of oil?__________ How many in oil sands?____________

Canada ranks as :

Energy producer:________

Crude oil producer:________

Natural gas producer:_______

Supplier of energy to the USA:______

15.  What are the predictions regarding the importance of oil sands to oil production by 2020?
16.  Are the oil sands important only to Alberta?  Give statistics to defend your answer.

17  .Give five statistics that you feel are most important in relation to how the oil sands affects the Alberta economy today:

-

-

-

-

-

18.  What are some evidences that the Alberta economy is currently strong?

-

-

-

