Why are the Alberta oil sands referred to as the “Saudi Arabia of the North” and what have they done for Canada in relation to the rest of the world?

What is the huge difference between getting oil in Saudi Arabia and getting oil from the oil sands?  What do we mean by saying that this oil is heavy?
What is the big advantage for Canada and what is the great disadvantage for the Canadian image throughout the world?

What has happened that now makes oil companies interested in the oil sands when they were not interested a few years ago?  (What has changed radically about this in the last year?)

What is the difference between what some environmentalists are saying about success and what the oil companies are saying?

What are the environmental issues that are showing up in the region around Fort Mac Murray? 

Note the volume natural resources that are used in the retrieval and extraction of oil from the sand.

In each case not what the implications are for those affected by the specific development – be sure to note the environmental impact on human, plant and animal life.

What is being ‘contributed to the environment that is reason for even greater concern?

Why does the Alberta government’s demands about the reduction of emissions for each barrel of oil not seem like it is very effective – even if they are met?

What was the target set for production with agreements between the provincial, federal and American governments?     
What are the implications?
What are the expressed priorities of the Alberta government?  
What do you think that is meant by sustainable investment?  

What is the ‘legacy’ of the tailing ponds?
(Also see report of the impact on water fowl.)
What are oil companies doing to counter these problems?
Why are environmentalists sceptical of these measures?

What are the implications of seepage from the tailing ponds into the ground water and/or the Athabasca River?
What kind of problems are the people who live in the area already observing as a result of the toxic wastes?  (Be sure to note the specifics in relation to negative effects on both wildlife and humans.)

What toxic materials are being discovered in the fish in Lake Athabasca? 

Why does this report suggest that the government is not telling the whole truth?  

Who do you think is telling the truth in this matter?  
On what do you base your decision?

Why do you think there is a difference between what the governmental minister is saying and what the natives of Fort Chip are saying?
Where are most of the products from the oil sands project going?

Given what you have already studied:

List the stakeholders in this issue and note what the priorities of each group might be.
Explain what you might say about this report as it relates to bias.

