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	Introduction and Conclusion
	The introduction is inviting and clearly states the main topic.
The conclusion is strong and leaves the reader with a feeling that they understand what the writer is "getting at."

	The introduction states the main topic.

The conclusion is recognizable and ties up almost all the loose ends.
	The introduction attempts to state the main topic. It lacks clarity.   

The conclusion is recognizable, but does not tie up several loose ends.
	The introduction and/or conclusion is missing.

	Content
	Many similarities and differences between the two countries are clearly stated in two paragraphs. 

Understanding of topic is clearly evident.
All information is on topic.
	Similarities and differences between the two countries are clearly stated in two paragraphs.
Understanding of topic is evident.

Most information is on topic.
	A few similarities and differences between the two countries are clearly stated. There is only one paragraph.
Little understanding of topic is evident.

Some information is not on topic.
	Similarities and/or differences between the two countries are not stated.
No understanding of topic is evident.

Information in not on topic.

	Voice
	The author has taken the ideas and made them "his own."

It is easy to figure out what the purpose of the letter is.  


	There is some lack of ownership of the ideas and the way they are expressed.

It is fairly easy to figure out what the purpose of the letter is.  


	There is little ownership of the ideas and the way they are expressed.

It took more than one reading to figure out what the letter was about.
	The ideas and the way they are expressed seem to belong to someone else.  

The letter seemed to be a collection of unrelated sentences. 

It was very difficult to figure out what the letter was about.


